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immanuel

The Prophecies come true at
the Birth of Christ

By Dr. Alex Tang

Leonardo da Vinci, the Renaissance genius never ceases to
amaze me. In his notebooks, he predicted flying machines
(our present day aeroplanes, gliders, and helicopters), tanks,
armouted vehicles and even a submarine. He made his
predictions based on existing knowledge of his time and
extrapolated it into the future. Biblical prophecies, however,
are not predictions but revelations by God abourt future
events. In understanding Biblical prophecies, we must take
note that these prophecies usually have two components.
One is a more immediate fulfilment and the second is a
longer (in time) fulfilment.

One example is the prophet Isaiah prophesying about a
virgin with child in Isaiah 7:14. “Therefore the Lord himself
will give you a sign: The virgin (Hebrew word, ‘almah) will
be with child and will give birth to a son, and will call him
Immanuel.” A sign was normally fulfilled within a few years.
The virgin may refer to a young woman betrothed to Isaiah
(8:3), who was to become his second wife (his first wife
presumably having died after Shear-Jashub was born). In
Genesis 24:43 the same Hebrew word (‘almah) refers to a
woman about to be married. Matcthew 1:23 apparently
understood the woman mentioned here to be a type (a
foreshadowing) of Mary who is a virgin. Immanuel meaning
“(God is with us” was meant to convince Ahaz that God
could rescue him from his enemies. Therefore, the initial
component of the Isaiah prophesy in Isaiah 7:14 is the birth

PROPHECY

of his son, Immanuel. The second component is the furure
birth of Jesus of Mazareth who is also named Immanuel.

Biblical prophecies are often clearer when we look at them
backwards in time from its fulfilled second component.
Standing on this side of the Christmas (the first coming of
Jesus), we are fortunare indeed to be able to see the fulfilment
of many of the Biblical prophecies. Scholars have counted
that there are about 300 prophecies of the first coming of
Jesus of Nazareth, the Messiah and 500 of the second coming
in the Old Testament. In the table below T shall list some of
these prophecies.

All of these prophecies were related to the birth of Jesus
Christ at Christmas. And all of them have come true. We
know the genealogy of Jesus goes back through Judah, ro
Jacob, Isaac and Abraham. We also know that Jesus was
conceived by Mary who was a virgin, and was born in
Bethlehem, which was not their hometown. Jesus is the
Messiah and Christmas is a time of celebration because it
commemorates the first coming of Jesus Christ our Saviour.

During this Christmas season, 2 meditation on these fulfilled
prophecies suggests the following:

First, our God is a God of derails. Anyone who has read a
well-written mystery novel or watched an excellent movie

OLD TESTAMENT REFERENCE

Genesis 3:15 born of the seed of a woman Galarians 4:4
Genesis 12:3 born of the seed of Abraham Marchew 1:1
Genesis 17:19 born of the seed of Tsaac Marchew 1:2
Numbers 24:17 born of the seed of Jacob Marchew 1:2
Genesis 49:10 descended from the tribe of Judah Luke 3:23-33

[saiah 9:7 heir to the throne of David Luke 1:32-33
Daniel 9:25 time for Jesus' birth Luke 2:1-2

[saiah 7:14 born of a virgin Luke 1:26-27, 30-31
Micah 5:2 born in Bethlehem Luke 2:4-7
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